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Good governance and preserving

history: why Hong Kong needs

an archives law

REE
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William Waung discusses the implications and
significance of introducing an archives law to
ensure the preservation of history and good
governance for the benefit of Hong Kong people

What are public archives?

Archives are the original records of an event at the time it occurred and
preserved for posterity. Public archives record birth and citizenship,
confirm death and ownership, verify rights and obligations, detail
government policies and decisions and serve legal, operational, research
and cultural purposes. They are a repository of significant and factual
information that helps us to understand the history and identity of
a community, the workings of a government and its publicly funded
bodies and enables us to benefit from the past.

Why are public archives important for society?

All responsible governments practising good governance need to
document policies, decisions, transactions, activities and how they
conduct business, spend public money, deliver services and evaluate
outcomes, in order to sustain efficient operations, protect rights and
obligations to ensure accountability and transparency.

Public archives should contain records created and used in
government offices and public bodies for these purposes. Authorised
professional archivists work with every department of the government
to ensure that all public records, whether in respect of creation,
management, transfer or archival preservation, comply with proper
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archival standards. These public records need to be appraised by
professional archivists for enduring value and usefulness. The valuable
records identified are then described, arranged and permanently
preserved in special repositories for public access and use. The
provision of open and fair access to public archives enables citizens to
find out the reasons behind, and the processes of, government decision
making and their impact on people’s lives. Non-valuable records are
also identified in the appraisal process so that specific permission can
be granted by archivists to the particular government departments and
public bodies for scheduled destruction.

The identification and protection of archival records are an
important function of government and this is recognised by all
societies, ancient and modern. In a modern state, it is part of a
government’s public duty to ensure the proper creation, management,
protection, preservation and transfer of records, as it is well known
that once records are damaged, lost or destroyed they are irreplaceable.
Tampering, of course, renders the public record unreliable.

Archives in China

China has always placed the greatest importance on the creation,
protection and preservation of records. We know from our study of
Chinese history that high official posts of great importance were
created for the keepers of official archives. The writing of a dynastic
history was dependant on the existence of the official archives.
Archives were considered national treasures as they conferred
legitimacy on the possessor of the archives.
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Modern China not only supports the principle and practice of
an archives law for government records, but has enacted archives
legislation at both the national and regional levels. The Archives Law
of the People’s Republic of China was enacted in 1987 (amended in
1996) and the Criminal Law of the PRC applicable to the Archives
Law was amended in 2006. Municipal governments in China enact
their own related archives laws. An example of this is the Shanghai
City Archives Regulations which were amended in 2004.

Archives legislation worldwide and the position in

Hong Kong

To ensure that a country has a good system of archives, all modern
states and jurisdictions have archives legislation. For example, in
Australia, the Archives Act 1983 (Cth) and, in New Zealand, the
Public Records Act 2005, provides for, inter alia, ‘the preservation and
use of archival resources’ and ‘the continuation of the repository of
public archives’ respectively. In Asia, countries and territories such as
Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Mongolia and Macau all
have archives legislation. Hong Kong, however, is the only exception.
Hong Kong currently does not have archives legislation and it seems
that the government is in no hurry to pass such legislation. This is both
surprising and exceedingly puzzling given that Hong Kong is a Special
Administrative Region that prides itself on its judicial independence,
its adherence to the rule of law and its unique achievements post-1997.

The limitations of the Government Records Service

Unlike other jurisdictions, where the management of the government’s
archives system is underpinned by legislation, the Government
Records Service (GRS), a division of the administration arm of the
Chief Secretary for Administration’s Office, oversees the management
of public records in Hong Kong through internal administrative
arrangements. The GRS operates with serious limitations:

* the selection of records as archives takes place only when they are
considered by a government department, bureau or office as being
no longer required for use by that body and not by the GRS;

* the alleged need to retain records for continuing use is frequently
employed by the aforementioned government bodies as an
excuse not to permit access to records for archival appraisal and
transfer records to the Public Records Office (PRO), which is
the designated government archives incorporated into the GRS
Division;

* the GRS has no power to perform a records audit (let alone
implement what, as will be seen later, is regarded in Australia as
proper archival management) and cannot identify what public
records were created, how and where they are kept, whether they
have been wrongly disposed of or, if they are in existence, whether
they are still reliable or usable;

* the GRS does not have any statutory powers and cannot require
nor can it ensure that any government department, bureau or
office will make their records available for appraisal or transfer, and
government bureaus and departments are free to disregard GRS
guidelines; and
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there is no specified procedure for imposing penalties on public
officers who do not create, manage or preserve records properly or
doctor, damage, lose or destroy records without notifying the GRS.

Other deficiencies and bad governance

The position of the GRS Director, a post that was once filled by
an experienced and qualified archivist of the Archivist Grade, is
now occupied by an officer of the Executive Grade whose job
requirements, by implication, do not include professional archival
training or experience in the management of public records. Similarly,
a number of key professional positions that used to be held by
professional archivists are now filled by Executive Grade staff and
para-professionals. Only two of the five Archivist Grade officers
currently staffed at the GRS are professionally qualified in archives
management.

The GRS has not issued a service-wide guidance or standard for
the management and preservation of electronic records in government
except for an interim guideline on the management of email which was
issued almost a decade ago. This is a growing concern as information
technology is increasingly being used in recordkeeping. Electronic
records may be readily altered and are easily deleted. To ensure that
electronic records remain authentic, accessibility and usability over
time requires the most up-to-date records management system and
professional expertise.

There is no legal obligation on any of the 200 plus public statutory
bodies, such as the Hospital Authority, the Housing Authority,
the Urban Renewal Authority, the Monetary Authority and the
universities in Hong Kong to properly manage, protect and transfer
(unless where it has its own archives) archival records to the PRO
for preservation and public access. The activities of these publicly-
funded bodies have a considerable impact on society and they should
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be subject to public scrutiny. This deficiency will result in, for example,
the inability in the future to properly assess the decisions of the
Hospital Authority during the 2003 SARS incident or the activities of
universities and their impact on Hong Kong.

More than 100,000 records identified for permanent retention
as archives have not been processed to permit public access. Many
archives on temporary loan to bureaus and departments are never
returned to the PRO. There is also an unknown quantity of classified
archival records buried in the dark somewhere without a known
disclosure date.

Access to archival records is subject to the Public Records (Access)
Rules 1996. The Chief Secretary, upon advice from the head of any
government department which has deposited public records, has
extensive discretionary powers to refuse access to public records even
after the expiration of the closed period of 30 years (rr 3 and 6). There
is no mechanism for appealing against decisions to withhold access.
Furthermore, the list of confidential records transferred to the PRO is
no longer available to the public (from the online electronic catalogue
for archival records of the PRO), which makes public access an
impossible task. Being administrative guidelines, the Access Rules can
be easily amended by the government. Furthermore, their enforcement
is unknown, and they are discretionary and not legally enforceable.

Why Hong Kong needs an archives law

With the absence of archives legislation, the Hong Kong government
has a free hand with regard to the treatment of its records. What
is particularly worrying is that key government departments and
bureaus, where the most important decisions are being made (such as
Chief Executive’s Office, the Chief Secretary’s Office, the Financial
Secretary’s Office and the Security Bureau) have not made policy
records available for selection and preservation since 1997.

Moreover, major public offices such as the Chief Executive’s
Office, the Central Policy Unit and the Monetary Authority are not
obligated to send their policy records to the PRO for archival appraisal
or preservation. Without such records, the history of significant events
such as the 1997 reunification with China, the introduction of the
ministerial system in 2000 and how employment terms and conditions
of political appointees were set and their selections made, will never be
known.

Since 1997 and alarmingly so in the last five years, government
departments and bureaus have been reluctant to turn over their records
for selection and preservation by the PRO. The number of record
items transferred has reduced from an annual average of 500,000
items between 2003-07 to 50,000 in 2008. According to the most
recent statistics provided in 2011 by the government to the Legislative
Council on Estimates of Expenditure 2011-12, the quantity of
archival records transferred to the PRO dropped another 44% between
2008-09 and 2009-10.

Archives law is not a subject generally familiar to lawyers. It is
therefore not surprising that both laymen and lawyers in Hong Kong
often ask: What are archives and why is it so important to have an
archives law? By understanding what a proper statutory archives
system ought to be, such as those prevailing in other jurisdictions and
comparing them to the system currently existing in Hong Kong, one

Ae Hh J5 7 B P 1 BN HB P RNBCR R (Bl AT
BREMAE - BF R R RN - BBOE] A R
ALRWER) - WRARGEMARESR - SL8 e
PRA7 o

teAh s FEMBFRAE > PINTREE A
- PRBORM R EMEER - RARAREHTE
A7 ¥y T8 SRR 905 8 I BB A R AR MR R BB SR fE 2
H oo BECMMARER > —SeBERB M4 - Hlno7
W S~ 20008 EEATH M EH - DLRBURE
B B S Wk B A B0 T 5T S~ R e
Al P R A > B S E R I KR AR A o

H19974E-DARK > Rl R AE M 2 0 FAE > BURF %
A 358 P9 A0 B S R — A DB A Y A 5 T R S R R A B
ERMRAE - OB MR EE - EHE2003-074 M
AE5F35500,00038 F 12 E20084E (50,0000 o M4 B
JRE A 201 145 [ 37 9 € 242 19201 1- 1245 B B 32 FE 53
BB A Bt B BUR > ££2008-09 522009104 > B
JRE R P 1 PR AR A A R R > WS T
=l d i R Ut

— R o RS N FR A R R o
I WG AR - AR AN > R
MK : BEEE RS » Bl ERRE MM EE 2 R
3 B RAM W 1 R — A I W A AR R (A
WA Al R B R T AT > WS M B
BUAT Wy BEAE — b g » 3 W) DA S 3 7 s 7 T 0B
RER B A Y -

SEHE 8 B SRS [Records
Authority 2010/00643150 ] (75 & W H [0 5 1k 5% fr %
TH— RS > Rk (R EMR) Land Councils
A BRI DA P A R AR A B T P 28 B
YER B Gk o LTSRN REE27-298 » B8R TLC
Records Authority | ©

— L T B - HEMB W MBUFRER
L EE > B — {8 B~ ORI I i A S A
BORF A% 52 %1 B 2 R B TS O A e b > R A N IR B B
B o T WS BLAT W BE BN Z 8 - bR AE I R
R WGBS > 518 A" B W B A
M2 A e et - DL RO R AR R AR
iicyalid) & i

BN IE 53R 2011489 7 i 3 b gl 2 258
AL IR 5 BB PO T O KA o 72 AR ] R B SR B AT
B (FWBUNA S DA M KHL B A S /08 B
HATHR - 2B RA TTREGEE - fEHBHIM »
B B UL & KRB R BE i o
— B > e R S R R SR o A
ANVEEA R - BPE S BBk RS R - BN
P 56 B M D B VR T RS R e ekt 4 2
%%_ °

07 - 2011 21



Cover Story HHEE Hong Kong Lawyer Z& 5260

realises that there is a compelling necessity for archives legislation in B TR R Lh B A K - 36 AR BURT A
Hong Kong. ERERFEPHEEENAGC - KE L BETHER

The best way to illustrate the point is to use an extract from 5 5 MR A SR % o TP 28 B AT L 4R MR Y
the ‘Records Authority 2010/00643150’, a report published by the SR > DA A A R 2 LT LA B o TR

National Archives of Australia. It sets out, under statutory authority,
the obligations of the Land Councils in respect of its record
management relating to aboriginal land in Australia. A copy of the

SR E SRS g PP I A FLNC iR CES
L B R A SR N

extract, which hereinafter will be referred to as the ‘LC Records
Authority’ has been reproduced on pp 27-29.

A review of the LG Records Authority

1.

. The obligation to comply with a Records Authority issued by the archives authority rests on the head of the relevant

6.

LG Records Authority#y&F 5t

1.
2.
3.

The overall authority for records management rests entirely with the archives authority (National Archives of

Australia).

The archives authority is a statutory body and derives its power and its duties from the statute.

The driving force for proper records management (the keeping, destruction or transfer) derives from:

(@) the identification and analysis of the business of the particular government agency, taking into account not only
the legal and organisational recordkeeping requirements but also the interests of all stakeholders; and

(b) a commitment of the archives authority and the individual government agencies to understand, create and
manage the records of the activities of the government agency.

The foundation of proper records management is based on the premise that:

(@) government records must remain authentic and accessible over time, which is why government agencies are
obliged to ensure the records in their care be appropriately stored, managed and preserved;

(b) the essential core records of a government agency must be retained as national archives, as they are considered
to be the archives resources of the nation;

(c) different retention periods for different classes of documents should be imposed;

(d) the public has a right of access to the national archives; and

(e) constant vigilance on proper records management is necessary and this includes any amendments to a Records
Authority and the imposition of freezes on destruction of records.

government department or agency and it is for that department head to ensure that there is compliance with the
Records Authority. The person who signs the Records Authority is the head of the archives authority.
The Records Authority is given openly, regularly and is accessible on the archives authority’s website.
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It is astonishing to see the contrast between a modern, professional
and transparent system of government archiving that exists under
a legislative regime and one that is the archaic, opaque and without
a legislative framework or authority. The opaqueness of the present
system coupled with the government’s resistance to archives legislation
give rise to serious concerns for the safety and integrity of Hong Kong
government records and the long term viability of good governance in
Hong Kong.

The Hong Kong government plans to relocate its Central offices
to the new Government Complex at the Tamar site in September
2011. When the major move takes place, the biggest Hong Kong
government office move in history, many records are likely to be
disposed of. It is typical that when people move house, large quantities
of items are thrown away or misplaced. Once thrown away, these
important government records will be irrecoverable. What would be
even more alarming are the records that are misplaced or lost during
the move, and are subsequently relocated and found again, raising
doubts as to their integrity and by implication of all records.

Electronic records now comprise of an increasing proportion
and they play an important part in the government’s recordkeeping
system. Electronic records are, by nature, easily manipulated or deleted.
Long term strategic planning for their continuing maintenance
and accessibility as archives is required. Proper management of
governmental electronic records is essential and should also be brought
within the legislative framework of a government records management
system.

In light of the issues discussed above, it should be acknowledged
that in the area of governing archives, Hong Kong has fallen badly
behind and it is high time Hong Kong caught up with the rest of the
world by enacting an archives law.

Archives legislation proposal
In 2008, a group, consisting of lawyers, archivists and historians, was
formed to study the necessity of archives legislation in Hong Kong and
later it became known as the Archives Action Group (AAG). After
carrying out a study of the public archives situation in Hong Kong and
in other countries, the AAG came to the conclusion that the prevailing
system for managing government records in Hong Kong can only be
changed by archives legislation. The AAG drafted a model archives
law for Hong Kong after examining archives legislation in other
jurisdictions such as Australia and New Zealand. In March 2010, the
AAG completed the Draft Public Records Bill (the ‘Bill’).

While a detailed analysis is not possible in this article, what follows
is an overview of the Bill structure:
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Part | 281355 Preliminary (ss 1-5) Al (581-51%)
Part Il Z511ER Establishment, functions and appointment (ss 6-12) :RZ - BEAEREER (56-121F)
Part Il ZE11EB Recordkeeping and records management requirements of Public Offices (ss 13-15)

EEATRAHABBIEREERE(513-15(%)

Part IV Z£IVER

Public access (ss 16-20) AR & (516-201F)

Part V 55VZB Exemptions (s 21) #&(F2115)

Part VI ZEVIEB Sanctions (ss 22-23) #I&k(5822-231%)

Part VIl ZEVIIE Financial provisions (ss 24-27) B1#§RE (5524-271%)

Part VIII ZEVIIIE Regulatory provisions (ss 28-32) EX& & (5528-321%)
Part IX ZEIXE Miscellaneous provisions (ss 33-38) #IER E(5533-381%)
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Archives management system under the Bill
TO ensure an open and transparent archives management system, Part

1T of the Bill provides for the following:

1. the establishment of a Government Archives and Records
Authority (the ‘Authority’) with certain functions and powers (ss 6
and 7);

2. an appointed Government Archivist (s 8) with certain powers and
duties to carry out the functions of the Authority and with specific
safeguards for the independence of the Government Archivist
(s 9); and

3. the establishment of an Archives and Records Council (the
‘Council’) that acts an independent supervisory body of the
Authority (s 12) which also serves as an appeals body in cases of
disputed public access to records (s 19).

Members of the Council will consist of members appointed by the
Chief Executive, the Chief Secretary, the Chief Justice, the Director
of Audit, the Legislative Council, the Bar Association and the Law
Society. The Council will be required to submit an annual report to
the Chief Executive and the Legislative Council.

The Bill intentionally draws wide application (s 5), so that the
legislation is applicable to not only the government but all public
offices including any institution, body or individual, funded wholly or
partly by public money (s 2).

Recordkeeping and record management under the Bill
Part IIT provides for the statutory recordkeeping and records
management requirements of public offices.

Pursuant to s 13, the heads of public offices are responsible for:

(a) creating and maintaining proper public records and ensuring
safe custody and conformity with the standards, guidance and
recommendations issued by the Government Archivist; and

(b) ensuring that no public records are tampered with.

The heads of public offices must prepare and implement
proper records retention and disposal schedules, as directed by the
Government Archivists, and ensure that no public records are disposed
of without the prior written consent of the Government Archivist
(s 14). They must also effect proper transfer of public records as
directed by the Government Archivist. Public records must be
transferred as early as practicable, and no later than 20 years from the
date of their creation (s 15).

Access and sanctions under the Bill

Part IV of the Bill provides for public access to the public records
(ss 16, 17 and 18) and for appeals to the Council in cases where
access is disputed. Part V provides for legal sanctions of fines and
imprisonment for breach of a statutory duty under the legislation.
The sanctions range from a fine of HK$100,000 or 12 months’
imprisonment for public officers in respect of Part II offences (ss 13,

14 and 15) to a fine of HK$200,000 or 24 months’ imprisonment for
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unauthorised removal or destruction of records, or export of public
records outside of Hong Kong (s 22). Improper denial of public access
to records attracts a fine of HK$100,000 or 12 months’ imprisonment
(s 23).

Views sought from the legal community

The detailed merits of the Bill would be a matter suitable for discussion
by the Hong Kong legal community. What is of critical importance is
for the Hong Kong legal community to share their views on:

1. whether there is a case for archives legislation in Hong Kong and
whether it is urgent; and

2. if the answer is yes, what should be the core provisions in such
archives legislation, such as those referred to earlier.

An archives legislation will ensure that Hong Kong will have
the benefit of regular published reports from the Authority and the
Council about the archives on record, whether retained or disposed of,
and more importantly it will ensure transparency on how government
records are handled, which is an essential aspect of good governance.

Good governance and preserving history

The lack of archives legislation in Hong Kong poses a serious risk
that our public records are not secure and cannot be relied upon. The
Hong Kong government’s persistent resistance to the enactment of
an archives law is unfathomable. The long term negative significance
and impact of this for Hong Kong can only be speculated upon. When
the legal community has had the opportunity to consider the issues
that have been raised, it is hoped that members of this community will
express their views about the necessity for archives legislation in Hong
Kong to ensure the good governance of archival government records so
that history can be preserved for future generations.

William Waung

Founding member of the Archives Action Group
Adjunct Professor, The University of Hong Kong
Former Judge of the Court of First Instance, HKSAR

A copy of the Public Records Bill is available on request by email fo:
archivesaction@gmail.com.ra/2010-00643150.pdf-
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INTRODUCTION

The National Archives of Australia has developed this Records Authority; in consultation with Land
Councils {“the Councils’) to set out the requirements for keeping or destroying records of the Councils.
It represents a significant commitment on behalf of the Councils to understand, create and manage the
records of its activities.

This Authority is based on the identification and analysis of the business of the Councils. It takes into
account the Councils legal and organisational records management requirements, and the interests of
stakeholders, the Councils and the National Archives of Australia.

The Authority sets out those records that need to be retained as national archives and specifies the
minimum length of time that temporary records need to be kept. This Authority gives the Councils
permission under the Archives Act 1983, for the destruction of the temporary records described after
the minimum retention period has expired. Retention periods for these temporary records are based
on: an assessment of business needs; broader organisational accountability requirements; and
community expectations, and are approved by the National Archives of Australia on the basis of
information provided by the Councils.

As changes in circumstances may affect future records management requirements, the periodic review
of this Authority is recommended. All amendments must be approved by the National Archives.

APPLICATION OF THIS AUTHORITY

1. This Authority supersedes Records Authority (RA) 801 (1991) issued to Northern Land Council
and Tiwi Land Council and RA 1326 (1997) issued to the Central Land Council. The superseded
RAs can no longer be used to sentence records after the date of issue of this Authority.

2. This Authority applies to Land Councils established under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern
Territory) Act 1976. At the time the Authority is issued it applies to the records of the Northern
Land Council, the Central Land Council, the Tiwi Land Council and the Anindilyakwa Land
Council. The Authority can be used by Land Councils established under the Aboriginal Land Righis
(Northern Territory) Act 1976 in the future.

3. This Authorily is to be used to sentence records. Sentencing involves the examination of records
in order to identify the individual disposal class to which they belong. This process enables
sentencers to determine how long records need to be kept. Advice on sentencing is available from
the National Archives.

4. This Authority should be used in conjunction with general records authorities such as:

s the Administrative Functions Disposal Authority (AFDA) and/or AFDA Express issued by
the Mational Archives to cover business processes and records common to Australian
Government agencies;

+  encrypted records; and

«  source records that have been copied.

5. The Normal Administrative Practice (NAP) provision of the Archives Act gives agencies
permission to destroy certain records without formal authorisation. This usually occurs where
records are duplicated, facilitative or for short-term use only. NAP does not replace
arrangements agreed to in this Authority but can be used as a tool to assist in identifying records
for destruction together with an agency's Record Authority or Authorities, and with AFDA and
AFDA Express. The National Archives recommends that agencies develop and implement a
Normal Administrative Practice policy. Advice and guidance on destroying records as a normal
administrative practice and on how to develop an agency NAP policy is available from the
National Archives' website at www.naa.gov.au
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6. Where the method of recording information changes (for example from a manual system to an
- electronic system, or when information is migrated from one system to a new system) this
authority can still be applied, providing the records document the same core business. The
information must be accessible for the period of time prescribed in this Authority. The Councils
will need to maintain continuing access to the information, including digital information, for the
periods prescribed in this records authority or until the information is transferred into the
custody of the National Archives.

7. Records coming within 'Retain as national archives’ classes in this Authority have been
determined to be part of the archival resources of the Commonwealth under section 3C of the
Archives Act. The determination of Commonwealth records as archival resources of the
Commonwealth obliges agencies to transfer the records to the Archives when they cease to be
current and, in any event, within 15 years of the records coming into existence, under section 27 of
the Archives Act.

8. In general, retention requirements indicate a minimum period for retention. A Council may
extend minimum retention periods if it considers that there is an administrative need to do so,
without further reference to the National Archives. Where a Council believes that its
accountability will be substantially compromised because a retention period or periods are not
adequate, it should contact the National Archives for review of the retention period.

9. [From time to time the National Archives will place a freeze on some groups of records relating to
a particular topic or event which has gained prominence or provokes controversy. While the
freeze is in place no records relating to the topic or event may be destroyed. Further information
about disposal freezes and whether they affect the application of this Authority is available from

the MNational Archives website at Www.naa.gov.au

10. Records which relate to any current or pending legal action, or are subject to a request for access
under the Archives Act 1983 or any other relevant Act must not be destroyed until the action has
been completed.

11. Records in the care of agencies should be appropriately stored, managed and preserved.
Agencies need to meet this obligation to ensure that the records remain authentic and accessible
over time. Under Section 31 of the Archives Act 1983, access arrangements are required for records
that become available for public access including those records that remain in agency custody.

12. Appropriate arrangements should be made with the National Archives when records are to be
transferred into custody. The National Archives accepts for transfer only those records designated
as national archives,

13. Advice on how to use this Authority is available from the Councils records managers. If there are
problems with the application of the Authority that cannot be resolved, please contact the
Mational Archives.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For assistance with this authority or for advice on other records management matters, please contact
National Archives’ Agency Service Centre.

Queen Victoria Terrace Tel: (02) 6212 3610
Parkes ACT 2600 Fax: (02) 6212 3989
PO Box 7425 Email: recordkeeping@naa.gov.au

Canberra Mail Centre ACT 2610 Website: www.naa.gov.au
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AUTHORISATION

RECORDS AUTHORITY 2010/00643150

s Heads of the Land Councils established under the
LB D hotice o Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976,
authorisation is given:

Purpose: Authorises arrangements for the disposal of records in accordance
with section 24(2)(b) of the Archives Act 1983.

Determines records classed as ‘Retain as national archives’ in this
Records Authority to be part of the archival resources of the
Commonwealth under section 3C of the Archives Act 1983.

Application: All core business records relating to:
+  Advocacy Management
¢ Economic Development and Commercial Services Management
+ Land and Sea Claims and Acquisitions Management
* Land Council Management
¢ Land, Sea and Natural Resources Management
¢ Land Trust Administration
» Native Title Management

This authorisation gives permission for the destruction, retention or transfer to the National
Archives of Australia of the records described. The authority will apply only if these actions
take place with the consent of the agency responsible for the core business documented in

the records.

Authorising Officer Date of issue:
(W RrIN | bechnen

Ross Gibbs

Director-General

Mational Archives of Australia

A full copy of this report is available at: www.naa.gov.au/naaresources/ra/2010-00643150.pdf.
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